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LAND PEACE FOUNDATION

The Land Peace Foundation (LPF) is an Indigenous owned
and run organization that is dedicated to the preservation
and promotion of the Indigenous way of Life, which
includes: the protection and preservation of Indigenous
land, water, religious and/or spiritual rights; proliferation
of cultural and traditional practices; strengthening of
kinship roles, increasing understanding and building
relationships, and; preservation of our ceremonial ways of
being. 

LPF provides a range of cultural, educational, and spiritual
programs and is committed to being a reliable source of
information and tools connected to Indigenous ways of
knowing and being. Our programs serve Indigenous
Peoples and our non-Indigenous neighbors and allies.
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P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  C l i m a t e

T h e  L a n d  P e a c e  F o u n d a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  e n g a g e d  i n  v i t a l  e d u c a t i o n  w o r k  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e
e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  s i n c e  2 0 1 1 .  O u r  w o r k  h a s  i n v o l v e d  b r i n g i n g  i m p o r t a n t
I n d i g e n o u s  p e r s p e c t i v e s  i n t o  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  i n i t i a t i v e s  w i t h  l o c a l ,  n a t i o n a l ,  a n d  g l o b a l
p a r t n e r s .  H e r e  a r e  s o m e  e x a m p l e s  o f  t h e  w o r k  w e  h a v e  d o n e  i n  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s .  

T h e  L a n d  P e a c e  F o u n d a t i o n  c o - d e s i g n e d  a n d  f a c i l i t a t e d  t w o  w i d e - r e a c h i n g  l e a r n i n g
s e r i e s  w i t h  t h e  G l o b a l  C o u n c i l  f o r  S c i e n c e  a n d  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t  ( G C S E ) .  T h e  f i r s t  t h r e e -
p a r t  s e r i e s  t i t l e d :  I n d i g e n o u s  K n o w l e d g e  a n d  W e s t e r n  S c i e n c e :  C o l l a b o r a t i o n ,
R e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  a n d  C l i m a t e  S o l u t i o n s ,  f e a t u r e d  p r o m i n e n t  I n d i g e n o u s  s c h o l a r s  b r i n g i n g
a w a r e n e s s  t o  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t ,  p r e s e n t  i m p a c t s ,  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  I n d i g e n o u s
k n o w l e d g e  s y s t e m s ,  a n d  i n s i g h t  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  m e a n i n g f u l ,  b a l a n c e d  &
e t h i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d  p a r t n e r s h i p s .  T h e  s e c o n d  s e r i e s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  f i v e  s e s s i o n s  a n d
w a s  t i t l e d :  L e a r n i n g  S e r i e s  o n  R e s e a r c h  a n d  L a n d  S t e w a r d s h i p  C o l l a b o r a t i o n s  w i t h
I n d i g e n o u s  P e o p l e s .  T h i s  p r o g r a m  t o o k  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t h r o u g h  t h r e e  p r a c t i c a l  e x a m p l e s  o f
s u c c e s s f u l  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  l o c a l ,  n a t i o n a l ,  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t e a m s  w h o  h a v e  f o r g e d
m e a n i n g f u l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  I n d i g e n o u s  p a r t n e r s  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e s e  t w o
p r o g r a m s  r e a c h e d  m o r e  t h a n  2 0 0 0  s c i e n t i s t s ,  s c h o l a r s ,  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a c t i v i s t  f r o m
4 0  c o u n t r i e s .  

 T h e  L P F  w a s  a l s o  a  k e y  t e a m  m e m b e r  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  A C E  N a t i o n a l  F r a m e w o r k
f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  m a n d a t e d  i n  A r t i c l e  6  o f  t h e  U N F C C C ,  w h i c h  c e n t e r e d  o n  c l i m a t e
e d u c a t i o n ,  j u s t i c e ,  a n d  p u b l i c  a c t i o n .  T h i s  p l a n  w a s  l a t e r  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  B i d e n
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  A n d  w e  c o - o r g a n i z e d  a n d  c o - h o s t e d  t w o  n a t i o n a l  B I P O C  C l i m a t e  J u s t i c e
D i a l o g u e s  t h a t  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  B I P O C  s c h o l a r s  f r o m  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y  w i t h  c l i m a t e
e x p e r t s  a n d  a c t i v i s t s ,  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c y  s t a f f ,  c o n g r e s s  p e o p l e ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s
S p e c i a l  P r e s i d e n t i a l  E n v o y  f o r  C l i m a t e ,  a n d  t h e  W h i t e  H o u s e  N a t i o n a l  C l i m a t e  A d v i s o r .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  w o r k ,  w e  h a v e  o f f e r e d  i n  d e p t h  t r a i n i n g s  o n  d e c o l o n i z a t i o n  a n d
c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  a n d  h a v e  p r o v i d e d  p r o t o c o l s  f o r  w o r k i n g  w i t h  I n d i g e n o u s  t r a d i t i o n a l  a n d
e c o l o g i c a l  k n o w l e d g e  k e e p e r s  t o  t h e  g l o b a l  s t a f f  o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  w o r l d  i n c l u d i n g  C o n s e r v a t i o n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  t h e  W o r l d  W i l d l i f e
F u n d ,  N i a  T e r o  a n d  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  
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W a b a n a k i  L e a d e r s h i p  I n s i t u t e
T h e  W a b a n a k i  L e a d e r s h i p  I n s t i t u t e  ( W L I )  i s  a  t w o - y e a r
f e l l o w s h i p  p r o g r a m  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l
l e a d e r s h i p  t r a i n i n g  f o r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  W a b a n a k i
N a t i o n s .  T h e r e  a r e  t w o  p r i m a r y  g o a l s  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m .
T h e  f i r s t  i s  t o  c r e a t e  w e l l - t r a i n e d ,  c o m p e t e n t ,  a n d
c u l t u r a l l y  g r o u n d e d  l e a d e r s h i p  f o r  t h e  W a b a n a k i
N a t i o n s .  T h e  s e c o n d  i s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  n e t w o r k  o f
l e a d e r s  w h o  a r e  e x p e r i e n c e d  a t  w o r k i n g  c o o p e r a t i v e l y
t o  a d v a n c e  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  a l l  W a b a n a k i  P e o p l e s .  T o
m e e t  t h e s e  g o a l s ,  w e  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  a  t w o - p a r t
p r o g r a m  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  a  y e a r  o f  i n t e n s i v e  l e a r n i n g ,
f o l l o w e d  b y  a  y e a r  o f  p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e .
T h e  W L I  p r o v i d e s  e x i s t i n g  a n d  e m e r g i n g  W a b a n a k i
l e a d e r s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g a i n  t h e  s k i l l s  a n d  r e s o u r c e s
n e e d e d  t o  p r o v i d e  c o m p e t e n t  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e i r  p e o p l e s
a n d  n a t i o n s .  W h e t h e r  t h e y  a r e  s p i r i t u a l  l e a d e r s ,
g o v e r n m e n t  l e a d e r s ,  p o l i c y  m a k e r s ,  a c a d e m i c s ,  h e a l t h
p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  a r t i s t s ,  o r  p u b l i c  m e d i a  m a k e r s ,  t h e  W L I
p r o v i d e s  l e a d e r s  w i t h  v a l u a b l e  t o o l s  a n d  r e s o u r c e s
t h a t  s u p p o r t  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  o f  o u r
f e l l o w s .



I n  2 0 2 0 ,  t h e  L P F  p u r c h a s e d  a  2 1 5 - a c r e  f a r m  i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  P e n o b s c o t  T e r r i t o r y .
T h i s  l a n d  w a s  t a k e n  b y  t h e  S t a t e  o f  M a i n e  a n d  g i v e n  a w a y  i n  a  l a n d  g r a n t  i n  1 8 2 0 .
T w o  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  i t  h a s  r e t u r n e d  t o  P e n o b s c o t  h a n d s .  W h i l e  w e  w e r e
s e a r c h i n g  f o r  t h e  l a n d ,  w e  s p o k e  t o  s e v e r a l  t r a d i t i o n a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  e l d e r s  a b o u t
t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  n a m e  f o r  o u r  n e w  h o m e  b a s e .  A f t e r  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s
h i s t o r y  a n d  f u t u r e  d i r e c t i o n ,  t h e y  d e c i d e d  o n  t h e  W i č u h k e m t u l t i n e  K i n s h i p
C o m m u n i t y .

W i č u h k e m t u l t i n e  ( p r o n o u n c e d :  w e  j u k e  u m  t u l l  t e n a )  m e a n s  “ l e t ’ s  h e l p  o n e
a n o t h e r . ”  I t  i s  a  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  c a r i n g  f o r  o n e  a n o t h e r  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t r a d i t i o n a l
W a b a n a k i  k i n s h i p  p r i n c i p l e s .  I t  r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  w e  a r e  m o r e  r e s i l i e n t  a n d  s e c u r e
w h e n  w e  w o r k  t o g e t h e r ,  a n d  t h a t  w e  h a v e  g r e a t e r  a c c e s s  t o  o u r  c r e a t i v e
i n t e l l i g e n c e  t o  s o l v e  p r o b l e m s  w h e n  w e  h a v e  o u r  b a s i c  n e e d s  m e t  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t e
a n d  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r .  

A n o t h e r  k e y  c o m p o n e n t  t o  o u r  w e l l n e s s  i s  a c c e s s  t o  o u r  c e r e m o n i a l  w a y s  o f  b e i n g .
C r e a t i n g  s p a c e  f o r  c e r e m o n y  w a s  a  c r i t i c a l  p a r t  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  o u r  l a n d - b a s e d
c a m p u s .  W e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  h o s t i n g  4 - 5  c e r e m o n i e s  p e r  y e a r .  T h e  l a n d - b a s e d
p r o g r a m s  a t  W i č u h k e m t u l t i n e  a r e  f o c u s e d  o n  c r e a t i n g  m o r e  r e s i l i e n c y  f o r  o u r
p e o p l e  t h r o u g h  d e e p e r  c o n n e c t i o n  t o  c e r e m o n y  a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l  w a y s  o f  k n o w i n g
a n d  b e i n g .  W e  a r e  a l s o  f a c i l i t a t i n g  g a t h e r i n g s  t h a t  a r e  a i m e d  a t  c r e a t i n g  g r e a t e r
c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  I n d i g e n o u s  P e o p l e s  a n d  o u r  n o n -
I n d i g e n o u s  n e i g h b o r s  a n d  a l l i e s .
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F a r m i n g  a t  W i č u h k e m t u l t i n e

O u r  f a r m i n g  p r o g r a m  i s  b a s e d  o n  o u r
t r a d i t i o n a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  s o v e r e i g n t y .
I n  o u r  l a n g u a g e ,  t h e  t e r m  f o r  s o v e r e i g n t y
t r a n s l a t e s  t o :  I  o w n  m y s e l f .  T h a t  s e l f -
o w n e r s h i p  i n c l u d e s  t h e  i n h e r e n t  r i g h t  t o
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  A t  L P F ,  w e  b e l i e v e  t h a t
M o t h e r  E a r t h  h a s  t h a t  s a m e  r i g h t  t o  e x i s t
w i t h o u t  b e a r i n g  t h e  w e i g h t  o f  h u m a n
e x p e c t a t i o n s  f o r  p r o d u c t i v i t y .  T h e r e f o r e ,
o u r  f a r m i n g  p r o g r a m  e x i s t s  u n d e r  t h e
s o v e r e i g n t y  o f  t h e  l a n d  p r o j e c t .  
   
T h e  S o v e r e i g n t y  o f  t h e  L a n d  p r o j e c t  a i m s  t o
e x p r e s s  h o w  c a r i n g  f o r  t h e  l a n d  a t
W i č u h k e m t u l t i n e  i s  i n t e g r a l  t o  t h e
p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  I n d i g e n o u s  w a y  o f  l i f e .
W e  a p p r o a c h  f a r m i n g  a s  a  k i n s h i p  p r a c t i c e  -
a  r e s p e c t f u l  a n d  m u t u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p
b e t w e e n  h u m a n s ,  l a n d ,  p l a n t s ,  s o i l ,  o t h e r
a n i m a l s ,  w a t e r ,  s k y  a n d  a l l  l i f e .  W e  u t i l i z e
a g r i c u l t u r a l  a p p r o a c h e s  t h a t  f a l l  u n d e r
l a b e l s  s u c h  a s  o r g a n i c ,  n o - t i l l ,  r e g e n e r a t i v e
o r  p e r m a c u l t u r e ,  b u t  o u r  e n g a g e m e n t  w i t h
t h e  l a n d  i s  r o o t e d  i n  a  s p i r i t u a l
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  o u r  k i n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  l a n d .
I n  t h i s  k i n s h i p  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  w e  r e s p e c t  t h e
i n h e r e n t  s o v e r e i g n t y  o f  t h e  l a n d ,  w i t h  i t s
o w n  r i g h t  o f  s e l f - e x p r e s s i o n  a n d  r i g h t  t o
e x p e r i e n c e  l i f e  t o  t h e  f u l l e s t .  T h e
s o v e r e i g n t y  o f  t h e  l a n d ,  a n d  t h e  f o o d
s o v e r e i g n t y  t h a t  i t  o f f e r s  t o  o u r
c o m m u n i t i e s ,  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  o u r  I n d i g e n o u s
s o v e r e i g n t y  a s  P e n o b s c o t  a n d  W a b a n a k i
P e o p l e s .



W e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  p a r t n e r i n g  w i t h  t h e  E l m i n a  B .  S e w a l l  F o u n d a t i o n ' s  E c o l o g y  S h i f t s  P r o g r a m

a s  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  d e s i g n  l e a d .  E c o l o g y  S h i f t s  i s  a  c o m m u n i t y - l e a r n i n g  a n d  c h a n g e - m a k i n g

e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  r e c o g n i z e s  p e r s o n a l  g r o w t h  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  c h a n g e  a s  b e i n g  c r i t i c a l  t o

c r e a t i n g  s h i f t s  t o w a r d  g r e a t e r  e q u i t y  a n d  j u s t i c e  i n  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  f i e l d  i n  M a i n e .

E c o l o g y  S h i f t s  i s  a n  1 8 - m o n t h  l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  i n d i v i d u a l s  f r o m  v a r i o u s

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  c l i m a t e  r e l a t e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  f r o m  a c r o s s  M a i n e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o

c u r r i c u l u m  d e s i g n ,  t w o  L P F  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  a r e  f a c i l i t a t i n g  t r a i n i n g s  a n d  c u r a t i n g  l e a r n i n g

e x p e r i e n c e s  f o r  c o h o r t  m e m b e r s .  



U P C O M I N G  P U B L I C  E V E N T S  A T  W IČU H K E M T U L T I N E
C u l t u r a l  F i l m  S e r i e s  - D u r i n g  t h e  m o n t h s  o f  J u l y  -  O c t o b e r  w e  a r e  h o s t i n g  a n  a w a r e n e s s  b u i l d i n g  f i l m
s e r i e s  i n  t h e  W K C  l e a r n i n g  c e n t e r .  W e  a r e  h i g h l i g h t i n g  o n e  f i l m  a  m o n t h  o n  v a r i o u s  c u l t u r a l  a n d
s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  t o p i c s ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  d i s c u s s i o n .  

M a t r i a r c h ' s  G a t h e r i n g  -  T h i s  y e a r  w e  w i l l  h o s t  o u r  s e c o n d  a n n u a l  M a t r i a r c h ' s  G a t h e r i n g  a t
W iču h k e m t u l t i n e .  L a s t  y e a r ,  w e  h o s t e d  1 2 0  w o m e n  f r o m  e i g h t  c o u n t r i e s .  T h i s  y e a r ,  w e  a r e  e x p e c t i n g
n e a r l y  2 0 0  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  T h e  t h e m e  o f  t h i s  y e a r ' s  g a t h e r i n g  w i l l  b e  h o n o r .  O u r  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i l l  b e
c e n t e r e d  o n  h o n o r i n g  o n e  a n o t h e r  a s  w o m e n ,  r e s p e c t i n g  d i f f e r e n c e ,  a n d  m a k i n g  s p a c e  f o r  n e w  w a y s  o f
b e i n g  i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  a c r o s s  d i v e r s e  b a c k g r o u n d s  a n d  i n t e r e s t s .  T h i s  g a t h e r i n g  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e
S e p t e m b e r  2 9  -  O c t o b e r  1 s t .  
 
M e n ' s  H e a l i n g  G a t h e r i n g  -  W e  a r e  h o s t i n g  o u r  s e c o n d  M e n ' s  H e a l i n g  G a t h e r i n g  i n  O c t o b e r .  L a s t  y e a r ,
f o r t y  m e n  f r o m  v a r i o u s  b a c k g r o u n d s  c a m e  t o g e t h e r  t o  d o  t h e  h a r d  w o r k  o f  u n p a c k i n g  t h e  t o x i c  t r a p s  o f
t h e  i m b a l a n c e d  p a t r i a r c h a l  c u l t u r e .  T h i s  y e a r ,  w e  e x p e c t  t o  d o u b l e  t h a t  n u m b e r .  T h e  t h e m e  f o r  t h i s
y e a r ' s  g a t h e r i n g  i s  H e l p / S t r e n g t h / C e r e m o n y .  T o p i c s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  g r i e v i n g  t h e  " g o o d  m a n "  n a r r a t i v e  t h a t
s o  m a n y  h a v e  b e e n  r a i s e d  w i t h ,  r e t h i n k i n g  t h e  i d e a  o f  h e l p  b e t w e e n  m e n ,  a n d  l e a r n i n g  t o  p l a c e
y o u r s e l f  i n  t h e  s t o r i e s  t h a t  y o u  c a r r y  a n d  i n  t h e  s t o r i e s  t h a t  c a r r y  y o u .  T h i s  w o r k s h o p  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e
O c t o b e r  2 1 s t  a n d  2 2 n d .

T r a u m a ,  R e s i s t a n c e ,  a n d  R e s t o r a t i o n  W o r k s h o p  -  T h i s  w o r k s h o p  i s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  d e v e l o p m e n t .  I t  i s
t e n t a i t v e l y  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  t h e  f a l l  o f  2 0 2 3 ,  f e a t u r i n g  S h e r r i  M i t c h e l l  a n d  R e s m a a  M e n a k e m ,  a u t h o r  o f
M y  G r a n d m o t h e r ' s  H a n d s  a n d  T h e  Q u a k i n g  o f  A m e r i c a .   

CURRENT PARTNERSHIPS AND EVENTS
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ONGOING INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDS

We have accomplished a great deal in the three years that we
have been on the land at Wičuhkemtultine. We have renovated
the 1890's barn into a safe learning and gathering space,
constructed ceremonial structures, set up a yurt and tiny house,
erected a 32-foot greenhouse, planted fruit and nut trees,
planted multiple varieties of berry bushes, and sheet mulched
large new garden beds for spring planting in 2024. We have also
made substantial improvements to the 1860's farmhouse,
including removing 99% of its fossil fuel use. 

We are now focusing on three remaining infrastructure projects:
1) Completing the Land Peace Foundation offices in the top
floor of the barn; 2) Building a large maintenance/farm garage
for our land-based programs, and 3) Improving the safety,
comfort, and accessibility of our spaces for all those who will
visit here.  This includes, building a large front entrance to the
barn with an accessibility ramp and solid flat surface at the
bottom of the stairs, putting toilets into the barn and out in the
ceremonial areas, upgrading the parking area; adding an off-
street walkway between the parking area, gardens, and
ceremonial spaces, and building a large dining hall with an
industrial kitchen to feed guests who participate in our
programs.

We are grateful to all those who have supported our journey
over the last three years. We hope that you will continue to
support us through the completion of these remaining
infrastructure projects so that the Land Peace Foundation
programming at Wičuhkemtultine can continue to have a
positive impact on the land and in the lives of all of our
relatives, friends, and allies in Wabanaki Territory and beyond. 

ww.landpeacefoundation.org
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